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INFORMATION ABOUT FAIR HOUSING IN REAL ESTATE

TO WESTCHESTER HOMEBUYERS, RENTERS, SELLERS, AND APARTMENT OWNERS:

The Hudson Gateway Association of REALTORS, Inc., of which | am a member, has asked its
member REALTORS to distribute this memo to everyone with whom they do business. The purpose
is to promote better understanding of current fair housing laws and the ethical obligations of
REALTORS.

Discrimination in the sale or rental of residential property based on race, color, religion, sex, national
origin, age, familial and marital status, or disability is prohibited by one or more provisions of federal
and state law. In addition, Westchester County and some individual communities have local fair
housing laws to supplement the federal and state laws. An abstract of key federal, state, and county
laws is printed on the reverse side of this memao.

Real estate agents are subject to these laws. If the real estate agent is also a REALTOR member of
the Board of REALTORS, he or she is subject to the additional standard of total nondiscrimination
that is a part of the REALTOR Code of Ethics. Violation of the Code leads to

disciplinary action against the REALTOR in addition to the penalties under applicable laws.

But real estate agents and REALTORS are not alone in being subject to the fair housing laws. IT IS
IMPORTANT FOR REAL ESTATE BUYERS AND SELLERS TO KNOW THAT THEY, TOO, ARE
SUBJECT TO MOST PROVISIONS OF THE FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL FAIR HOUSING
LAWS WHETHER OR NOT A REAL ESTATE AGENT OR REALTOR IS INVOLVED IN THE
TRANSACTION. IN PARTICULAR, RACIAL DISCRIMINATION BY ANYONE IN THE SALE OR
RENTAL OF HOUSING IS A VIOLATION OF FEDERAL LAW.

Although the sale or rental of real property is a private act, it is subject to fair housing laws. Ordinary
buyers and sellers, “testers,” and regulatory agencies can and do take legal action against parties
who do not deal on an equal opportunity basis. We hope this information clarifies our mutual
responsibilities in fair housing. Thank you for your attention.

REALTOR® is a registered mark which identifies a professional in real estate who subscribes to a strict
Code of Ethics as a member of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®.
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